DARS FOSTER HOME POLICY AND GUIDELINES

FAQ’s

What Does a Foster Parent Do?

We get asked this question all the time by those interested in volunteering and by curious friends, co-workers and the public.  Well, “What does a foster parent do?”  They love, nurture, feed, socialize and commit to caring for an abandoned puppy, kitten, dog or cat as if it were their own until the right family comes along to adopt it.  The questions always flow from there.

“How can you give them up?”

It’s hard, but we know that if we kept every animal we fostered there would be no room for the next abandoned animal.   Every week, DARS gets over 100 calls on our rescue line from people wanting us to take in the stray animal they have found (or in many cases their own pet), but we can only rescue an animal if we have a foster home available.  Most of the people who call us realize that a stray puppy, kitten, dog, or cat that makes it into DARS is one of the lucky ones – lucky because it will live in a loving home, with no deadline, until the right adoptive family comes along.

“Who pays for veterinary care?”

DARS covers all of the veterinary expenses for the foster animals within the medical guidelines.   We work with area vets who graciously discount their services to us and offer wonderful medical care for the abandoned animals we rescue.

I. “What are my responsibilities as a foster parent”

The foster parent’s commitment is to house the animal, give it loving attention (that is the most fun) and transport the animal to and from pet adoptions and any necessary veterinary visits.

II. “What if I am concerned that my personal pets won’t like me fostering a stray animal?”

DARS trained volunteers make recommendations on how to introduce foster animals into your household and to your personal pets.  It is important to us that fostering is not disruptive to your pets.  Some stress is common for your personal pets, especially when a new animal first arrives at your home.  At the same time, we can guide you through the introduction and assimilation of the foster animal into your home.

III. “How long will I have to foster the animal?”

We never know exactly how long it will take for a foster animal to get adopted.  Some times it can be quick – within 2 weeks.  Other times it can take months.  One thing we can promise is that the right home always comes along, and if the adoption has taken awhile, it feels GREAT when you find that perfect match!

IV. “What do I do with the foster animal when I go out of town?”

There are DARS volunteers who baby-sit foster animals when foster parents go out of town.  So, fostering does not prevent you from going out of town or taking vacation.  If for some reason there are no babysitters available, DARS will board the foster animal at a vet clinic.

V. “How do I get involved?”

People who are interested in fostering fill out a Foster Parent Application, and when approved, a DARS representative to complete a Foster Parent Contract and conduct a home visit will contact you.  The contract outlines DARS’ responsibilities and the foster parent’s role.

Now ask yourself, “Do I want to make a difference in the number of animals that die and are killed each year?”  If so, then becoming a foster parent is a BIG WAY to make a difference.  If you are unsure, you can try out foster parenting by “babysitting” for a puppy, kitten, dog or cat while one of the foster parents is out of town.  Babysitting is a great no-risk way to find out if fostering is a good fit for you.  Or, simply talk to current foster parent – they will be happy to share their experiences with you.  

Now that you know what a foster parent does, DARS want to know “Do you want to be a foster parent?”  We hope so, because it SAVES LIVES!!

